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- THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1864.
SUBBISTENCE OF THE ANCIENT ARMIES.

{We received two or three days ago, through the
Post Offive, the following inquiry from a soldier in
the Army of  the Potomac : , _

CuLPEPER, (VA.) MArcH 7, 1864.

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

4 TLEMEN , Bome time since I inquired of the —,
tﬂ(ﬂ‘u the soldiar’s friend,  How the. armies of the
ancients. subaisted ; for instance thosa nf Hannibal.
Will you be so

w? I heve not heard from it.
.88 to give me the information 7 A BOLDIER.

“We'suppose it was not convenient for the jour-,
nal: to. which our correspondent first addressed his
irmi!‘y to give him the information he solicited,

cod the knowledge of faets relating to the
topie he indicates does not lie on the surface of an-
cient history, but mustbe evisoerated fromits body
by s eareful study of the olassical records. Bo
tne is this statement that an suthority usually so
soourate and well-informed as Col. ‘Graham, of
the Bilish army, in his excellent * History of
the Progress of the Art of War,” dismisses
all inquiry uvoder this head by simply averring
that “ the system adopted by the anoicnts to pro-
vigion their armies is to us a mystery.” The
remark ‘is more sweeping than exact,as we think
it will be easy to show by a brief reference to the
sources of information which Col. Graham seems
to,have negleoted altogether or whioh he failed to
owsult with diligence and discrimination. And
in direeting our inquiry to an examination of the
means by which Xerxes and Hannibal subsisted
their respective armies we shall not only saswer
the cular requicition nidde upon us by our
ilitary eorrespondent in Virginia, but shall at
the same time address our:elves to the most diffi-
onlt. problems presented by this branch of research,
sinde, if we can explain how these two leaders
provided for the sustenance of theirsoldiers under
cirsumstances of unequalled difficulty, resulting in
the oase of Xerxes from the vast number of his
forcea and in the caseof Hannibsl from the length
and impractieability of his mareh, we shall have
lifted the ““mystery” that broods over the snbjeet
in its general relstions to the military system of
the snvients. -

And in the first place, in order to clear away st
the outsct some of the difficulties which atterd
this inquiry, we may premise by remindiog the
reader of the small consumption to which the an-
cientsaldier was habituated, as compared with the
poldier of modern times. Espocially may this ve-
mark be spplied to the soldiers of Xerxes. “ An
Asiatis soldier,” says Grote, ““will at this day
make his campaign upon scanty fare, and under
privations which would be intolerable to sa Earo
péih.’_’c.'.g)miar, who followod the march of
Aurungeebo from Delbi, in the year 1665, says
that sowe estimated the number of persons in bis
ostup at three hundred thousand, snd adds : “ You
are, no doubt, st a loss to comeeive how so vast a
body of men and animals can be maintained in the
field. The best sclution of the difficulty will be
found in the temperance and simple ‘diet of the
Lodians.”” In like mapner Petit de la Croix, as
ocited by (rote, explaios the subsistence of the
enormous host of Genghis Kban by the remak
that “ the men are so temperate that they sccom-
modate themselves to all kinds of food.” What is
thus affirmed of the Orientals at a later day
was donbtless equally true in the day of Xerxes,
and the same way be predicated of the Carthaginixn
soldiery in the time of Hannibal. Tndeed the ob-
mervation may be extended with little modifioation
to the whale military system of the ancient world,
inoluding that of Greece and Rome.

And, then, the materinl of war was in ancient
times much more easy of transportation than that
which fmpedes the march and augments the diffi-
oulty of provisioning an mimy in modern times.
For we need vot sayfthat the dificulty of subsist-
ing an army resolves iwelf into the difficulty of
finding tranaportation for alimentary supplies, and
it is obvious that deduotions made on the score of
transportation for munitions of war tend to facilitate
s solution of the question raised as to the commis-
sariat.

- The ancient weapons of war were few and simple.
The machines used for sieges or attached to the
tevops were generally constructed on the spot where
they were required, inscmuoh that this absence of
heavy ordoance stores and artillery in the onse of
ancient armies suffices to acoount, as hea been sug-
gosted, for & very much less number of equipages
being required in those times than in this sge of
iron.  With these preliminary observations we ap-
proach the inquiry of our correspondent with re-
gard to the army of Xerxes. :

. aﬂ'_u'mlotu, it is known, sets down the number
of fighting men who ocame out of Asia into
Grecce under the commsnd of this monarch at
2,641,610, And he estimates that an equal num-
her followed in the train of this host ss servants or
s attendants co its operations, such as the orews
of supply transports and “ the other orafts mocom-
panying an army.” - These, he says, “ will give
5,283,220 men as the whole number of men
Jbrought. by Xerxes, the son of: Darius, as far ns
Bepinn and Thermopylm.” ‘

* Tt bk boen common to afirm and to assnmo that
there figures arogreatly cXaggorated, and it is quile
‘probable that they aro not much nearer the truth
$hen fhy ootimates of newspapems o She presemt

day when dealing with such subjects. Mr. Grote
is inclined to make a considerable abatement from
the number of the won-combatant attendants snd
retainers of the army of Xerxes, as caloulated by
Herodotus, but herein he fails to make due allow-
ance for the peenliar custom of Eastern armies,in.
whieh, at the present day, the number of camp-
followers is greater beyond coniparison than that
of Earopean armies. The probabilities ave that the
old Father of History did not err in sssuming as
the basis of his computation under this head that
the non-combatants who waited on the moyements
of the army of Xerxes wera at least equal ii'liul!_ﬁi
ber to the fighting men, ~ Rawlinsop, in his valu.
able notes on the' narrative of Herodotus, after.
subjecting the statements, of the historian under |
this bead to o careful analysis, and reducing them

according to that analysis, sets down the number
of the land forces of the Persian invaders at
1,190,000 men, and the sea foree at 841,000, be-

ing an aggregate of 1,581,610 fighting men engaged |
in the expedition. - .

Heeren, on the other hand, in his “ Historical
Researches,” avows the opinion that the sccount of
Herodotus is etirely suthentio and trustworthy, as
well in the basis of his statements as in the num+
ber ascribed to the Persian hosta. Hesays that in
our own day we have seen the Empire of France,
uoder the First Napoleon, assemble nearly a mil-
lion of warriors; ‘““and we oannot, therefore, be
surprised that two millions and a half should have
been collected from the vast extent of Asia and no
ineoosiderable portion of Europe also.”

But, waiving critical inquiry as to exact num-
bers, where, at the lowest oaloulation, the number
was 80 vast, how were these multitudes fed? Fur-
tunately for the credit and eredibility of Herodo-
tus, he is not silent on this point. We learn from
him that commissariat preparations had been mxde
by Xerxes on the largestacale ‘¢ for four full years'’
before the expedition statted. This was the pe-
' riod he rpent, says the historian, ““in colleting
' his host and making ready all things that were
needful for his soldiers. And it was not till the
close of the fifth year that he set forth »n hia
‘march.”—[Book vii, oh. 20.] Magazines of stores
‘had then been apcumulated on the line of march.
% Xerxes laid up stores of provisions in diver
places,” saye Herodotus, “to save the army and
the beasts of burd:n from suffering want upon
their march jnto Greece. He injuired carefully
abeut all the sites, and had the stores laid up in
such as were most convenient, causing them to be
brought across from various parts of Asia, and in
various ways, some in transports and others in mer-
obantmen.”—[Book vii, c¢h. 257 We may add
that Leuké Acié, or “The White Strand,” a
Greek settlement on the coast of the Propontis,
(subsidized by the Persian monarch,) was his chief
depot of supplies for the expedition.

Bosides these arrangements Xerxes levied contri-
butions on the cities and countries througsh which he
peased.  ““ The Greeks,”” says Herodotus, “ who
had to feed the army and to entertain Xerxes, were
thereby brought to the very extremity of distress,
insomuch that some of them were forced even to
forsuke house and home, - When the Thasians re-
ceived and feasted the host, Antipater, one of their
citizens of best repute and the man to whom the
business was assigned, showed vouchers that the
cost of the meal was four hundred talents of silver,”’
[about 8500,000 in gold of our curreney.] ¢ Ks-
timates almost to the same amounnt,”” says Herodo-
tus, “were made by the superintendents (of sup-
plies) on other cities.”” Heralds preceded the
army to fix the amount of these requisitions, snd
the people wore bidden to have stores of corn,
roady ground, fattoned oattle, poultry, &e. in
waiting for the arrival of the army at designated
points. So great were these exaotions that Hero-
dotus records as a “ pleasant joke ” the saying of
Megacreon of Abdera, who recommended his coun-
trymen “ to go to the temples in a body and thank
the gods very warmly for their past goodness in
that they had caused Xerxes to be content with
one meal & day,” for, adds the historian, explain-
ing the point of the joke, ‘“ had the order been to
provide breakfast for the King as well as dinner
the Abderites must either have fled before Xerxes
came, or else have awaited his coming and beon
bronght to absolute ruin. [Book vii, chapters
119, 120.]

In addition to depots of supplies and forced
oontributions Xerxes owused a vast number of
trandp irts laden with grain to acco npany the host
salong shore. “The number of these provision erafc
and other merchant ships,” says Herodotus, ' was
beyond count ”’  [Book vii, ohap. 191.]

And yet, notwithstanding all these preparations
and precantions, such was the number of his forces
that in point of fact they sometimes suffered from
want, So truo was this that Adschylus, in his
drama of “The Persians,” represents the very
Earth as being an ally of the Greeks, because she
refused to farnish sustenanoce to the hordes of the
invador—'‘ wasting by hunger the too exoes-
sive multitude.”

The sources of information in regard to the
means by which Hannibal subsisted his army on
ita difficult march ara searcely less ample and
satisfaotory. Here Polybius is our best reliance,
and we shall mainly lean on his authority, with-
outy, however, debarring ourselves from nccess to
other means of knowledge on the subjeot.

The first step in the great enterprise of Haoni-
bal was to eonsolidate the conquests made by the
Carthaginians on the Spanish peninsula. This,
as his ostural point of departure, wes made the
base of supplies for bis army while travelling a
oertain distanoo om its overland march against
Rome, It was with this view that he for a time
delayed, amd them vigorously pushed the siege of
Siguutum, This poiot he saw it was necessary
to seize, says Polybius, beosuse in that evest
‘ there would be
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o retard his nu-!ils, and beeause. the treasures
‘the city would procure in the greatest plenty such
supplies as wére necessary for the war.” ' [Poly-|
‘bins, book 3, cb. 2.] During this period of the
campaign he bestowed ‘the greatest attention cn
keeping his communications open with Carthage,
and it 'was not until this point was well secured,
says Polybins, that he set about “informing him-
elf, with ull the exsctness that was possible, re-
speoting the fertility and. resources of the country
that lay beneath the Alps and along the Po.”” Fox
_provigioning hia anmy in this part of its march he
relied mainly on coneiliating the favor and aid of
the Gauls, while his troops. were stimulited to
follow him'in the expedition by glowiog piotures
of the richness of the oountry through which they
were destined to pass. * But he did not entirely cut
loose from his base at any period of his expedition,
though his' commwunications with Carthage snd
Bpain were sometimes broken. When he passed
the Therus with ninety thousand foot and twelve
thousan horse, he left Haono behind with cleven
thousand men to take care of the conquered coun-
try in his rear. Hasdrubal was the chief of his
oommissary department, and so skilfully did he
perform the duties of the office that Hannibal was
able to sustsin himself for years in his invasion
of Italy. When it was necessary his powerful
oavalry enabled Lim to keep his communications
‘open with tho base of supplizs. Whea supplics
were not furnished by the Gaulsor others, this sans
cavalry were dispatohed on foraging expeditions.
Depo's of supplies looated by the Romans at different
points for the subsistence of their army cof deferce
were sttacked and cuptured, as at Clastidinm, for
instance, (mow Castiggio,) a small town on the
banks of the Po, 1t was in these various ways ti at
he contrived to keep:bis srmy supplied, notwith-
stavding the difficulties of the country throu:h
whicli“a “portion of his ‘march was made. 'Rut
these difficulties of the war told with terrible eff: ot
on his forees. When be entered Italy and ficst
en at the bottom of the Alps he paused to
give his troops needed rest and refresbment. The
oondition of his army at this stage of its progress
ie thus desoribed by Polybius:

“# Tadeed the present condition of his army was mirern
bls almost beyond expression. For, besides the hardships
which they had sustsined from the diffirulties of the wry,
both in ascending and descending the mountsing, the want
ol such 5['0“[![0!1! as were pecessary, and the dizoases
slso whi lﬁir bodies had contrected from negleet and
Blthiness, hdd cbsnged them into mpectacles of horror,
while the greater part seemed voluntarily to sivk beneath
their sufferings, and even ta reject all thoughta both of 1ife
and safety. For ih'a mareh o long and difficult, it was
utterly 1mpossible to bring with them sush supplies e
ﬂhl full{ nld'hm waats of 80 numerous an army :
and even ibose which they bad brought were almost sl
lost among the 'precipices, with the bensts that earried
them. ' This army, therefore, which, when it passed the
Rbone, consieted of thirty-eight thousand foot and eight
thousand borse, was. now reduced to less than half that
number. Tha rest had periched among the mountaine
And thoss that were left alive wers »o maeh worn and
altered by continued sufferinge that their nppearance was
scaroely buman. The first eare, therefore, to which An-
nibal now gave kis whole sttention was to raise the droop-

ing spirita of the troope, and by proper refreshment to 1e.
store both the men aud borees to their former state,”

It may he proper for us to add that the army of
Hauonibal made its mareh across the Alps with-
out being encumbered with say bagrage save
supplies of food borne by beasts of burthen. The
baggage was sll lefc behind, as Polybius elsewhere
states, at Cisss, in Spain, under the charge of
Haono, where it was subsequently captured by
Comus Cornclius, . with an expeditionary force
landed by the Roman fleet near Emporium, ard
which penetrated inland to this place. Hasdru-
bal, when informed of this transacticn, made haste
to oross the Iberus and drove the Romans back to
their ships ; after which he recrossed the Iberus
and fixed his winter quarters at New Carthage,
where, sayg Polybius, “ he employed all his care to
secure the posts that were oa that side of theriver,
and to eomplete all the necessary preparatiouns f
the war.”’—{ Book iii, ch. 7.]

We have not time to follow the march of Han-
nibal at each stage of his advance, in order to

point out the different methods to which he resort-
ed for subsisting his army at different places and

epochs, though the sources of information are
smple in the pages of Polybius and Livy, particu-
larly the former. The length of his march from
New Carthage, in Spain, where he started on )is
expedition, to the point where he debouched ixto
Italy, was, by the route he took, about nine thcu-
sand stadia, (or more then a thousand miiles,) sc-
cording to the statement of the historian.

The vieissitudes of the march in the matter of
supplies were great, as might be e xpeoted. And
that they were clearly foreseen by Hannibal is
sttested by » popular rumor, to whioh allusion is
found in the pages of Livy and clsawhere, to the
effeot that ¢ while deliberating on the means of
supplying his forces in their long march from |
Spain into Italy, he was advised by ome of Lis
generals to acoustom his men to faed ou humlnl
flesh” —a trait of barbarism-from whicl, however,
Palybiua viodioates the name of Hannibal, if indeed
such advice was ever given to him, and if the whole
story was ever any thing more than a Roman fub-
rication by which to stimulate the passion of the
Roman people against their formidable enemy. At
times the army of the Carthaginians was iu the
deepest pemury ; at othors it was in the greatest

aflluénoe of resources. Hannibal’s march from the

Pyrenees to the plaios of Northern Italy cost him
83,000 men, of whom it is estimated that more
than half fell under the privations of the way, And
when, orossing the Apennines, he' broke into
Ktraria by the valley of the Auser or Serchio, b
bad to struggle through the low and flooded
country whish lay between the right bank of the
Arno and the Apennine raoge below Florenee,
where the sufferings df his army were again very
great, but {rom which they soon found rolief inthe
plunder of the rich valley of the wupper Arno
Ravaging Umbria and Apnlia he th re made the
war support the war in the fallewt aense of th
term, adsancing by short and easy marchoes avc

Bo enemy in his rear 4o haress
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cfl';wmy could carry or drive along’’ His men,

aflfioted with eonryy, and his borses, enfecbled
by ulecerons humors, . were . here recruited .in
their strength. So abundant wero his stores of
‘oorn and wine for the refreshment of ‘man and
‘beast in his army that at this time he ordered the
horses to be bathed with old wise in order 1o bale
their distempers. When. he descended. into the
Falernian plsin of Campania he bad taken mauy
thousand cattle, with corn sud wine in abundance,
and all these bé carrieéd with him to Geroninm,
the point on the edge of the Apulian plain where,
at that period of his protracted campaign, he es-
tablished his winter quarters, while with his supe-'
rior cavalry he could forage on the surrounding
country at will.. Thence he proceeded, in the ful-
lowing spring, to Canneo, in the citadel of whioh
the Romans had collected stores for the supply of
their army. ‘Lhese stores fell into the bands of
Hannibal on the capture of this pest, by the loss
of which, as it commanded the surrounding coun-
tey, the Koman army was compelled tochoose be-
tween starvation or battle.  Henos the issue which
Varro joined at that place, and which resulted in
the total defeat of the Roman arms.

And hore we will call a halt in oue review. It
deed, we need not pursue the subject any farther
for the purpose of answering the partieular inqui-
ries of our eorrespondent with regard to the sub-
sistenee of 'thé armies of Xerxes and Haunibzl.
We have shown that these grest masters of men
had a “system” under this head, and that there
is no “mystery’” about it which is not revealed to
the careful reader of anecient history, while it is
safe to say that there has been in modern times no
improvement on the science of this branch of war
as understood by Hanuibal, however great may be
our superiority in the mechanical applisnces by
which that science is converted into anart, It is
certain that with mules and pack-saddles for his
transportation he went further in a continuous live
of maroh than any army of ours has yet gone with
the aid of steam frapsports aud railroads.

At a future day we may institute an inquiry inio
the military system of the Greeks and Romans un-
der the head of cjmmissariat supplies for the army.
The materials for such an inquiry are instructive
if not the moat abundaat.

MAJOR GENERAL MEADE!

Rumors, evidently founded upon misapprehen-
sion, haviog obtained curreney to the effeot that
the health of Gen. MEADE had become so much
impaired as to indues bis resignation of the com-
mand of the Army of the Potomac, and gone so far
as to designate his successor, we. are happy to be
able to state, as we do on good authority, that this
distingyished officer bas entirely recovered from his
recent indisposition, and that he has never enter-
tained the remotest inteution of retiring from a po-
sition in which, we may add, he has sceured the
confidence of the country and army, and where Le
has earncd such high military reputation. The re-
cent visits of Gen. Meade g0 this city, as we un-
derstand, have been for the purpose of consulta-
tion and to give tes imony before the Committee on
the Conduct of the War, and not in view of any

contemplated scparation from his command. He
was expecied to return this morning to the army.

THE GOLD BILL.

The bill which has passed the House of Representa-
tives fur tho sale of the wurplus gold in the Treasury of
the United States in still peading in the Senste. In
apeakiong upon this subject yesterday Mr. SHERMAN stated
that tha nmount of gold now in tha Treasury amounts to
$19,670,479, nod that at the avernge rate of receipts this
sum will be inereassd on the lst of July next to the sum
of §41 942654, from which there must be deducted, fir
the ordiuary disbursements to be made in gold, the sum
of $20540700, leaving iuw the Treasury st the above
dote scmethmg like $21,000,000. lo sddition to ths
$21,000000 in the vaults of the Treasury Department,
there is retained in the New York bauks as ureserve fu: d
$21,185 004, making an sggregate of over $40,000000 in
gold practically withdrawn from the ordinary avenue of
trade.  The vhjeet whioh Mr. SHERMAN seeks to necoms
plish is to throw on the market this §20,000,000 owned Ly
Gosernment, and o that extent relieve the pressure upon
it. If bis smendment provails, Mr. SHERMAN thinks that
the present large margin b tween the value of gold and
paper currency would be redused, and apeculstion be
svmewhat stayed.  T'he Senator recogoiess the extraordi-
nary powers that would be eonferred on the Becretary of the
Treasury hy his provosed legislation, but says thatin times
of war extenordioary powears must be ponferred, and that
there is no help for it other than the restrictions that ad-
ditional leginlatium would imposs. The bill will come up
ngain to-day for further conmderation.

i

THE REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS.

The Washington correspondent of the New York Jour-
nal of Commerce thus appropriately notioes a pruboeding
in the House of Reprassatatives which was recorded in
the Intelligencer of Monday last :

“ For one of the handaom=at things done in the Houne
of Representatives duriog the ssasion we a1e indebtad to
Mr Law, of Todiana  He submitted a resoluiion. snd
supported it by an eloguent five minutos’ speach, exprosa-
ing the thunke of Congress for the services of twelve
patriote of the Revolution, who weres all mentioned by
nama, and who are the ooly remaining peswioners on the
Department rolls.  The reaslution wae passed by a unani
mous vote, and the whole iden was in perfect keeping
wilh one of the most diguified, ablo, anl purely patriotie
members of the rrnem Congress, and whose (ather, na
well ns his grandistber, both o9 the paternal and water-
nsl #ids, were honorably connee with onur National
Legislaturs in the earlier and happisr days of the Repub-
lie _The youngest of the patriots alludad to by the reso
lution in in his ninsty-fonrth year, while the oldest is one
hundred aod five years old

Yesterday, in the House, Mr. Law, from the Committee
on Revolutionary Peosions, reported a bill to give to esch
of the remsining Revolutionary pensioners—twelve in
numbar—a hundred dollars in addition to their present
pensiopa,  T'he bill was uussimously passad.

MOVEMENTS OF GEN. GRANT.

Gen. Graot returied to this city yesterday moroing fiom
the Leadquarters of Gen. Meade, and departed heoce in
the evening on hin return to the West—happy, we suppons,
to eecnpe fiom the ofcinl and popolar ewilit ee which
have been coustantly prossed upon bim duriog hia brief
sejuurn among us. .

THE MILITARY ACADEMY AT WEST POINT.

The appropriatione for the wupport of the West Point
Acndemy wers voted by the Senata yoaterday  Coupled
with the resnlution sppropristing the monay i an amend.
went which authorizes tha President to 811 vnoancics ooes-
wwned by the non-representation of distriets in Congrew,
and to apportion thoss appointad, we near as may be, ne
rording to the papu'stivn of the respactive States. Meri-
borkons yhulig oo io e fegulnr OF volunteer araiies of
the United States nre alo eligible to appuintments to West

| socumulating ' more booty by the way than his |
bt
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_ CONGRESSIONAL.
PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUBE

Extracts from Our Daily Reports.
THE MISEISSIPPL AND THE NORTHERN LAKES,

Mr. ARNOLDy from the Committes on Roads and
Cauals, reported s bill for the construetion of & ship eansl
for armed vessels from Lhe Mississippi river to the North-
vrn lekes, sod for other purposss.

, This bill proposes to provide that so snon ag the Stete of
Tllinois sbinll transf r wid vest in the United States a1l ber
right toths head of the Iliinois and Michigan exnal, the
improvement shull be commenced wnd prosecuted with
auch dispateh & the nature of the work aud the funds ap-
propristed by Congress will permit  The revenue, over
and sbove the expensss.of the mausgement sud lor re-

nirg, shull ba paid into the Treaeury of the United States.
! Govirnment is required, as soon an llwow shall
trangler said eanal, to issus thicteen willion three hundred
wnd forty seven thousnnd dollirs in bonds, redeemsble
twenty years from date, bearing interest at the rate of six
per cent por snbum, psyable semi-sunuslly. The eanal to
be free to all vessels on the payment of tolla,

Mr. HOLMAN raised the qu-eion that; as the bill mnde
an ppropriation of money, 1t mus!t, therefore, receive its
first consideration in Committes of the Whole,

The Speaker sustained this puint; and the bill was de-
alated &0 referred
Mr. ARNOLD, from the rame gommittes, reported an
amended bill, nesrly idectical, but with sueh modifirations
ud would enable the House to act upon 1t withuut refer-
ence to the Committes of ths Whole.

The vill was read a firet time, when objection was made
to ite seeond reading. .

The question therefore ocourrad : Shall the bill be re-
Jeoted 1

Mr ARNOLD asked that it ba pontgonod toa fixed day,
in order that it might reecive fair and full eonsideration.
The Governtient was not asked to give money, but to l=nd
it eredit.  'The recaipts would keep Ewa with the expen-
diturea in the prosecution of the work.
¢ Mr. NORTON said he regarded this ax one of the most
important measures which ovuld be brought before Con.
grena, and avked free play, an open fisld, and a fuir fight
upun its merits,

Mr. BIEVENS eaid he should vota for the rejoction of
the bill, on aceount of the irregulsr way it Was broughs
befora the Houss.

Further rematks wera made by Measrs. DAWES,
Hcl’IxBBABD, of Connectieut, JAMES C. ALLEN, and
COX.

On wotion of Mr. ARNOLD, the further considersation
of the bill was postponed till Monday week, to be taken
up sitsr the expiration of the morsing hoar.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

The House, immediately on asssmbling, went into Com-
mittee of the Whaole ou the state of the Union, (Mr.
DAwES, of Mussschusette, in the chair,) aud took up the
President’'s souunl mesiuge,

Mr. HOUMAN, of Iudisna, oecupied his bour in com-
menting upon the Presiden’s plan for the reeonstruetion
of States vow ip rebellion, pontending that it is the duty
of the Presideut to execute, sod not to make, the lawa,
He charsel rized the plan ax a uovel innovation on the
fundnmrentsl principles of governmeat, tending to the utler
subversion of pablie liberty.

Me. HULBURD, of New York, in the course of his
argument, ssid the iostitution of «avery is a source of
Bouthern sirength and a means of prolngiog the war [t
followed, theu, ar & milithry necessity, that we have s
right to temose it. We shoull swite the great causa
which uas brought upon us our presest troubles. Wash.
ington and cthers of the Revolution did nit question th+
exercise of this belligerent right to declare siaves to ba
free, If such proclsmations could be jssued thep, why
not sow 1 The President stands ns the suprems military
head of the arwy of the Uuton; and the Coustitution lw-
poses upon him the respoosibility of eondustivg war, pr
seiibiog no restrictions, but repderiog bim subordinate
vuly to the laws of nations and of war. By the hone:t
wisdom ¢ Abrahnm Lincoln sad the providenc: of Gid,
all the slaves of this country will become free  The foree
and effect of the proclsmation csunot be reversed The
parchent upoa which it is written may be destroyed, but
the d-eree Lins passed b youd the control of war, sud will
eoofinue ns long as the sup and woon endwre

Mr. DUMONT, of Indwaon, sfier s few preiimioary re-
marks, spuke of gentlemen who eomplnned that the ori.
gioal purpose of the war bad been perverted to the pur-
of mbolition. He should like to know when these
sume gantleman yielded a vigorous support to the Govern
ment to put down rebellion. He scouted the ides of ve-
golintivns with the rebels, who would be satisfied with
uotking short of wdependence. Tois would be ao nsult
to the living as well ss the dead ; sud il & man from &
Loynl State should give to such a negotiation his saoetion,
he would Lave cocasion to cnrse the day of his birth, and
call on the mountains to hide bhim feom deserved infamy.
Mr. BLISS, of Obio, spoke of the Democralio party s«
having striotly adhered to tha letter and sp rit of the
Constitu jon, and sttributed our troubles to the eleation of
the present lucumbent of (he Prosidentinl chair, whose
purty, he ehrrged, sought to sbridge the eonstitations!
rights of the South. He opposed the Predident’s plau of
recons! rachon. -

Mr. COX, of Ohio, in reply to some remarks of o per
sonal uature, explained what be mesnt by a pasesge in bis
bock entitled “ The Buackeye Abroad,” which had besn
quoted in the debate.

Mr. GRINNELL, of Tows, made soms remarks slso of
a persoual natare, in reply 1o Mr Cox

The eommities roee st five o'elock and the House
adjourned.

THE GOVERKNMENT aGoLn,

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the House proceeded to
the cossideration of the gold bill, ae returned [rom the
Henate with smendimnenta X
Mr KERNAN was opposed to the Government using ita
ooin for the purpose of sheviog its own paper at » heavy
diseount.  He congrstulsted the eouniry sud the House
thut the proposition b seil gould wan oot recomuended by
tho President or nny bead of departments.  Uhe bill dvl
oot eome before them resommended by the Commties of
Whays nod Moana, for they had reported againat it, The
Ivw of 1862 pladged the cvin it was now proposed to gell
for the prymeut of nterest ou the public debt, and on-
per eent. to the sioking fund.  This was & wine provis on
of law, What gave strength sod ability to the Govern-
ment but the fact that we bave pledged the eoio for this
purpose 1 To dispree of the gold as now proposed was 4
step toward repudiation, sad could never recvive bis vote,
The Hoass should stand firm by ite original bill, merely
authorizing the Becretary of the Treasury to autic pate the
payment of (he interest oo the puthie debt.,

Mre PRUYN wsnid that the House, a fow doye ngo, by a
determined vote, adopted a reno'nlion suthoriz g the Sce
retary of the Treasury to anticipate the intercst on the
publie debt, but the Benate, i« appearesd, amended it, so as
to suthorize the Seeretary to sell the surplus gold.  Noth-
ing hed ooourred since the sction of the Houra to induce
them to ohange its ground  He balieved that there was n
limit to pllh“t‘- eredit, and the ouly resn't of surh & mea-
sure as that now pendieg must be wischief.  We ought
not go into market to sbave our vwn paper

Mr. CUX uppuq--ll the bill He dd not belleve the
pries of goid eould b affceted by logratation—at lenst, nnt
permanently You moght s woll legisinbs on gravitaren
or hvdro tatios ae on lewe of tende,  ‘The guards to pre-
veul specu'ation were brushed away by the Besate He
wan ||ppu.pd to entrusting the Secietary with the Wer
to sell gold, and to give him absnlute power ta santrol the
intereats of thirty m:lions of people. He hoped the Honee
wonld sdhere, ard not yield to the elamors of gold wpecu-
latsra and jobbers

Mr. ALLEY snid he should support the bill beoause he
believed it was for the intercet « f the Governmen?, of the
eountry, and of the peopla. It moght nut do all the good
an iciputed, but it wonld be the instrument in « fleetiog
scan=thing 1o the way of checking speenisiion, and wi bt
reduce gold ten or fiftesn per cen:
axerciend power more wisely and pradently than the See-
retary of the Treasury. 1f he had cot' full eontid nes in
the integrity of the Secretary he would have soma doubt
na Lo the proprioty of thin messure.  But, having eoufi-
dence in him, and believing that in his hands the power
wonld be produetive of good a d vot evil, he was in favor
of comferviog 1t.  In the sourse of his remarks ha spoke of
the importance of sdditional taxation to preserve the ooo
fidenee 1 the people in the publie oredit.

Mr, HULBURD was opposed Lo the bill, believiog thst
ite effect would be (0 rRise the pra vof gold 3 and, bexides,
we shotld not devinte from the (!'Ij-N‘I for wloeh the con
haa becn appropriated by the law of 1862,

Mr BOUFWELL said that thus tar the Scarotary of

wesnirg,  He was not opposed to granting the Seeretary
of the Tressury power tawell gold becansn be was nof
willing to trust hum, but, becnuss they had no power fo
giant tha l‘lf'“ll'"y. And cven If hrr' was satisfied they
had the right, it would be unwise in the higheet dogres to
ewntdine (6 He then proeee led to eone dar the guesting
of ﬂ..lm.-. an adnpted toon ctate of war, poorendipeg tikd
e ¥l w'd’ wet ne would a proadent werebsot, who, if ha

| b ) wone y ot immeding 1o mended, wou d bt g 1o dte !

roarket aud invest it io stocks, but would soticipate the
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the Tressury wer not committed o b passnge of this |

shonld ba with the Government, and be asted on that prin-
cipls when be introdua+d the propesiticn which the Houss
presed, and which now esme back irem the Senate with
amendinents  He was opposed to the Governmesal going
1ty the business of speeulstion,

Mr. HOOPER diff-red from the views which bad been
exprassed by gentlemen. The bill now befora them su-
thoriz d the Seoretary of the Treasury to sell any surplus
coin vver and above what i required to pay Lhe interest
on the pubiic d bt and for other purposes. Sinece he last
addressad the House, he bad made n more eareful exami-
nation of the sffairs of the Treasury. There was new on
band twenty two willions o f ecin, and, assuming the pre-
sent basis of caloulstion, thére will be iu the Treasucy
forty-five millins of gold ou the first day of July next:
aud, after peying the sums required of it, there will be an
exceoes of twenty willons. Bo all obliga ions caa be met,
acd this smount disposed of ss the bill proposes. He
urgad at wowe leagth the coneurrenca of the Houss in the
Benate's smendm nty. ’

Mr. STEVE" 5 moved that the Housa adjourn, uying
that if it now did wo, this subject would cowe up as un-
fivighed husioess to morrow.

The House, ut hall-past four o'elock, adjourned.

The House resumed tha oonsiderntion of the gold bill,
e it irsd Uoén retitiied Trom This Benate, with m‘nment-
went nuthoriziog the B-cretsiy of the T'reasury to =il the
surplus gold of the Guveroment. The peuding question
wis oy ngreeing to this amendment,

Mr. GRISWOLD said that hiviog besn bronght ia
oontact with bueiness men, not gold speeuletors, in New
York, they geaeraly espeurred in the hops that toe Seo-
retury of Lthe Treasury would be aathoriged to sell the
surplug gold.  The only question was as t the means by
which the coin was to be taken out of the Treasary, The
gentlewsn from Massachy-cite (Mr. BoUTWELL) yester-
day anid the Neeretary hnd not reeommended tois wessurn.
But he (Mr. GRISWOLD) believed the Secrotary had sent
s lettor to the Comwittes of Ways sud Mesns a:king for
the authority to sell

Mr. BOUTWELL hers caused to bo read a letter ad-
dregsed to him by Seoretary Chase, in whioh the Secratary
says he woe iuformed this morsiog that Mr. BOUTWELL
wns under the impression that he was indiff:rent to the
gold bill ss awended by the Banute. His views wers
expresasd to the Committes of Ways and Means, on tte
19:h uitimo, in favor of givieg him suthority to sell suc-
plus gold.  Ha thought at thet tuae, as ba did now, that
such wuthinrity would tend to restrain spaculation, snd pre-
vent suiden fluctustions in the gold market  The use of
euch power might oovtribute to this desicable end. His
oploions remain unehanged
Mr. GRISWOLD resumed his remorks, saying ibat,
having covfidenes in the patrivtiem nod iotegrity of the
Saeretary of the Treasury, ha would el ths him with the
power desired  The present price of gold is mercly specu-
latve, Wo have almost us much to fesr from the arwy of
speculntorsin gold s from the army of rebels,

Mr. HUBBARD, 1 noswering the cbj-ctions of gentle-
wen who bad opposed the bill, said the Seeretary could
it evdanger the eedit of the eonn'ry any more by the
pownr proposed to be conferred by this mensure than by
the power with which he was now investsd. He could
not borrow from Evgland or France if they wonld send
veer their woney,  The only way to goaintain the eredit
of the valion was by relying, with bolduess nod frmness,
09 oar own resouroes. I wore meoey was wanted, we
must coutinue r tax ourselves still wore, and the preopla
wonld eontinge to pay.

Mr. BROOMALL remarcked that be bad voted atendily
sgalnet this weasurs from (he beginuiog, and be would
etendily vole against it to the #nd  ‘T'he power proposed
to b given was wholly uwanec-ssery. 'The only parties
who need the gold are the imporing mercbante.  Looking
upon excesgve importatioos as ons of the evils of he day,
he was wiliag to et go'd remsin np till importations come
down. ‘Th's would releve the pressurs, If there is »
surpias of gold in the Treasury, let the Necretary seck
out aod pay honest cr-ditors. The bill would be wholly
inefleciual to fix the p ioe of gold. The Secretary of the
Trensury waa the best man that eould be put in the {108
he vecupiea; but ashe oould not, individaally, affect tha
sale of gold, the sprev'ators, geming knowiedge of the
time this wou'd take place throngh anageat, would been-
sbicd to profic at the expease of the Government. To pass
this bill would be n diegrace ; it was repudiation.

Mr MORKRIS did n.t profess to understand every thiog
relatiig to the finanece, snd therefore he deferred to tae
Judgwent of thoss wh have full knewlsdge of the subject.
I'be Broretary of the Treskury has a reputation for kill,
asiuteness, patriotism, and ability for condueting the finan-
cisl #ffairs of the evuntry ; and, therefore, he was obliged
1o respect the uest of that officer that the power to
sell tho worplue gold be conferred.

Mr. DENNISON said we shou'd not make s profit ong
of our broken promiscs. The movey proposel! to be sold
was appropristed by law to our ereditors, anl thersfors
we slion'd not violate the plighted faith of the Govern-
ment. It was proposed to turn the Treasury into & bro-
kar's shop, with the sign, * Uneurrent funds are bought
nod wold in this Dopartment. ' Ha protested agatnst such
a prostitution of powrr, and regratted that our Govern-
ment should be reduced to this disgraos.

Mr. WOODBRIDGE gave the resscns why he sup-
ported the bill, whieh, he beliesed, il presed, would de-
preciate the price of god flve or ten per cent The Com-
mittes of Ways and Mesos should bring in s bill wo taxing
the people #r to obviate the furthsr emission of papsr.

Then Jet ¢ | Grant, who is pow the most proinent
wiliiary wa e ecnotry, be sent fur to lond the well
diseiplived Ay of the Putomae sgninet Geveral Lee. A
combination of viet vy with the deprecistion of the prico
of gold, and 1he mesns of earrying on the war by taxing
the property of tha country, would have the effect of re-
ducing gold to [orty ur furty two eents, the highest prios
it ehould basr in war

Mr GARFIELD snid the sinkmg of the fundad debt
wnd the anticipation of the payment o interest are failures.
The ouly woy left was to stup traling snd bartering in
gold. While the Seecetary mnin aios inviolnts the eredit
vl the Government, he should be permitted to t ke the
residus of the g 1l and bold it over the heads of the gold
wpeculstors, nid keep them back from presumptuous sins,
that they may not benr rule over us e ought to give
the Sesretnry power to protect us from the bulls and bears
uf Wall atreet -

Mr. DAVIS said spreulstion was merely nmhl‘.nf in
papr fur the price of gold Wo nre unperting 8 bundr-d
willions & year, whteh has to by P d to loreign conttriss
in gold which, by lsw, we have declared sacredly reserved
for the paywent of the publie debt. The Houss was en-
desvoriog b o what eould vot be dune by legislation.

{r. PRICE wantsined that the nesurncos that the
interent o the publie debt would be paid in coin gave tha
bunds more v ue than when they wers fiest issned. Re-
waove tha funadstion sad the saperstruoture of cur credit
fuils. The money ought to be retained to meet the obliga-
tiods tr which the publie fnith in pledged

Mr. JAS C ALLEN vpposed the bill; regardiog it as
A reneme consosete! sanewhere to speculate on the Gor-
ermen 's sold. Fort e Governmeoot b o ivto the mar-
ket nod buy up ts own promises would be dishonorabla
to the Guvernment sod to those who sdminister its af-
Inira

Mr. HUBBARD off+rad an amendment—nymely, pro-
vided * that the oblgation to oreate n sinking fund by
the not passed Februnry 206ta, 1902 sha'l oot be im['t.lt\d
thereby "

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennaylvania, expreased the bops
that the vote oo the bill would be taken early to-
morrow.

[This bill wos passed yeslerday as smended by the
Seunie

y REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS.

Mr. LAW, of lodians, from ths Committee on Revolu-
ticnary Pensions, reported  bill giving to esch of the
ravo'utionary peosioners a bundred dollaca a year, to com-
mence from the first of Janusry, 1564, nad to continue
duriog their natural hives, in sddiion to the phusions to
which they are entitled under formar acte of Congresa.
Mr. FARNSWOR UH desired to know how wany such
po Fieners thero naw are 4
Mr. LAW roplisd that only twelvs remained, and thad

the youngest of thein was wnety-two, knd the oldi ¥t one
huode-d snd five; and it was pot probable thak the pen-
sions wonld e otinue more than two years 1

Mr STEVENS inquirad wh ther the pansions wou'ld
oontinue Lo the wiinws of the pensiomers 1] .

Mr. LAW replied that they would vet be ocatiaued.

The bl was unasimonsly pa-sad,

Mr HannineroN, Assistant Score/ary of ths Treasary
renched Washiogton some daya sgo from hia visit to Egy-
rope. and entared ot onee on the renewed dissharge of his
officinl dutres. Durivg the greater part of Lis vojourn in
Furope, whither ho went Issb fall on n brief leave of ab-
wenes o hepe of reeruiting, hin beal'k, which had begome
[ anrivasly bunpsiesa b{ the w-'iril-l nalice of bis important

duties, he wis, wa lenrn, quite ill, but duriog the Jaet
ln...-.!l. ol hin stay in Fraoee, under the trea'ment of an
ewminert phymomn, he recovi rad sufficiently o bhazard &
winter voyage and a reburn io his bome asd to hls 1
post.

I'ke o, ll.,'l(ﬂ GILPIS has besn sppuloted Ugited
Stales Distriot Attornay for the Eaatern Distriof of Ponn-
w7 vauia, in place of Geo. Cpliy, deconsed,




